For Immediate Release: 

Monday, April 5, 2010

What

UA Orchestra and Choirs Concert. The Arizona Symphony Orchestra joins Orchestras Feeding America to benefit the Community Food Bank and Interfaith Community Services in a joint concert with the Arizona Choir and UA Symphonic Choir, presented by the School of Music

When

Sunday, May 2, 3:00 p.m.

Where

Centennial Hall, east of University Blvd. and Park Ave on the University of Arizona’s main campus

Cost/Admission

$5 General admission
(Two-for one tickets are offered with food donations)
Contacts

Media: Ingvi Kallen, 520-626-6320, ingvi@email.arizona.edu
Public – Information and Ticket Sales
College of Fine Arts Box Office

Monday through Friday 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Phone: 621-1162
On-line ticket sales: arizona.tix.com

Ticket sales day of performance (Sunday, May 2)

Only at Centennial Hall Box Office (opens at noon)
Related Websites
www.music.arizona.edu
www.americanorchestras.org

www.communityfoodbank.com
www.icstucson.org
The Arizona Symphony Orchestra presents its last concert of the academic year on Sunday, May 2 at 3:00 p.m. in Centennial Hall. The concert unites three of the School of Music’s premier performing ensembles in a concert devoted to masterpieces of the French repertoire with music by Camille Saint-Saëns, Hector Berlioz, Francis Poulenc and Maurice Ravel. Arizona Symphony Music Director Thomas Cockrell, and graduate conductor David Dunbar will lead the Arizona Symphony Orchestra, Arizona Choir, and UA Symphonic Choir.  

With this concert, the Arizona Symphony Orchestra is participating in “Orchestras Feeding America,” a national food drive carried out by members of the League of American Orchestras in partnership with Feeding America. This is the second consecutive year that America’s orchestras have mobilized their musicians, staff, volunteers, and audiences to help alleviate hunger in communities across the country. 
The project is organized by the League of American Orchestras, which represents the nation’s professional, volunteer, and youth orchestras, and Feeding America’s network of over 200 food banks and 63,000 agencies. In 2009, 250 orchestras in all 50 states collected more than 200,000 pounds of food.  
Non-perishable food will be collected at the concert on May 2, at Centennial Hall.  Collections will also be accepted at the box offices in Centennial Hall and College of Fine Arts. A two-for-one discount will be offered with food or check donations to Interfaith Community Services or the Community Food Bank. (This offer is not available with on-line or phone ticket purchases.)
“The length and severity of the economic downturn has impacted many of us, individuals and businesses alike, but now is the time for us to help our neighbors most in need,” says Arizona Symphony Music Director Thomas Cockrell. “This food drive is one way our orchestra can give back to the community that has supported it for so long.” 

49.1 million Americans of which 16.7 million were children lived in food insecure households in 2008, according to the most recent USDA study. Each week, approximately 5.7 million people receive emergency food assistance from an agency served by a Feeding America member. This is a 27 percent increase over numbers reported in “Hunger in America 2006,” which reported that 4.5 million people were served each week.

About the Program:

The program opens with the Arizona Symphony performing “Danse Bacchanale” from Camille Saint-Saëns’ opera “Samson et Dálila.” This orchestral showpiece, led by doctoral student conductor David Dunbar, vividly depicts the drunken revelry of Philistine priests. 

Music Director Thomas Cockrell takes the podium to conduct selections from Hector Berlioz’s “Roméo et Juliette,” a unique musical interpretation of Shakespeare’s well-known tragedy. The famous excerpts, Romeo alone and the festival of the Capulets, contrast tender lyricism with exuberant dance music.  
The Arizona Symphony will then be joined by the Arizona Choir, UA Symphonic Choir, and soprano soloist Jennifer Beauregard for a performance of Francis Poulenc’s “Gloria.” Among the composer’s most enduring works, “Gloria” is an unconventional setting of the traditional Latin text for soprano solo, chorus, and orchestra. 

The concert concludes with the second suite from Maurice Ravel’s ballet “Daphnis et Chloé.”  One of the most performed orchestral works of the twentieth century, it utilizes a very large orchestra, and wordless chorus to achieve its exotic and spectacular effects.  
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